Martin Luther King Jr – Malcolm X

Part II:  Explore the Key Idea:  Write 5-7 sentences on what is the best way to fight against injustice?  
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Part I: Background Info: Write 2 important details from each of the sections on MLK and Malcolm X.  See page numbers.
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Explore the Key Idea

Houw do we fight
INJUSTICE?

Most people would agree.
that t's important to stand up for your
rights if you're being treated unfairly.
However, there are many different
opinions about the best way to fight
back against injustice. In this lesson,
Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X
argue two very different perspectives
on thisissue.

PRESENT What considerations do you
think are important when choosing
how to respond to injustice? Working
in a small group, make a st of relevant
concerns, such as obeying the law or
achieving quick results. Then, ank
them in order of importance. Share
Your opinions with the class.
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NoTABLE quoTE
T see America through the
s ofthe it 1 do'ssee
any Amercan dream; see
an American nighimare.”

Necessary to Protect Ourselves
Interview with Malcolm X by Les Crane

In 1944, while Marcin Luthe King Jr.was
anending college clases in Adna, 19-
year-old Malcolm Licde was husting on
thesucees of Harlem. By 1952, a ilhouse
convenson transformed Lide nta the
poliial frebrand we know as Malcolm

X, whose separats vews posed a serous
challenge o King's integratonist vision,

Biter Legacy Where King grew up.
comforably middielss, Licle's childhood
wassarte by poserty and racial volence
His outspaken farher, Earl Lile was an
sty sevocate of lack separsism who

was murdered by white supremacises. His
mother, e alone co s cight children in
dire poverty, suffred s mental beakdown
Her children, including Malcolm, were sent
o separate foster homes,

By the time he wassent 0 prison
n 1946, Litde had been brucaly
disllusoned shout his prospeets i white-
dominated sociery. While reading,in the
prison library, he discovered he teachings
of s small religious sectcaled the Natin
of Isam, o the Black Muslims, who
clled white people s race of devls” and
promored  vision of lack prde. They
advocsted s radical solution to the ace
problerm:the establishment ofa separate,
sefrelianc black nation.

Change of Heart Tnpired by the Blck
Muslins vison, Malcolm Lire convertd

0 1dam and changed his st name 10

X, symbolising his lost Afican name.
Once relessed from prson, he became an
influential spokesman for the Narion of
sl and was named thei first naconl
iminister. Over time, however, e became
critcal ofthe organizaion. In 1964,
Malcolm X experienced s second sirtusl
conversion while making a pilgrimage ta
Mecca. The sight of Mudlims of many.
races worshipping togerher caused him

o renounce allforms of acial hatred

On bis returm home, Malcolm X broke
with the Nation of sam and formed the
Oganization of Afro-American Uiy,
dedicaed to promarting unity among black
people sl over the world,

Marked Man “This new dircrion angered
many Black Muslims,including the young
Lo Faeakhan, who libeld Malcolm X
atitor, I February 1965, as Malcolm X
was spesking t0 2 cowd of 400 in Harlem,
b was gunned dovwn by thrce sssssin,
oo of wham were Black Muslims.

Formoreon the authors vt the
UteratureCenter a1 ClasZone.com.
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An cloquent orator,  sheewd tacrician, and
avisinry leader, Martn Luther King Jr.
became the caalyst for some ofthe most
far-resching saial changes in U.S. hiscory
Under his skillfl leadership, the civil
fights movement spurred passge of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Vating
Righes Actof 1965, s that egally
abolished racal seregation and voting
discrimination. A tireles advocate for
justice, King wrote fve baoks, delvred
about 2,500 pecches, and travled more
than 6 million miles in an effort to make
s dresm of equaliy a reafey.

Boycott in Montgomery It was in
Alabama that King frs emerged asa civil
tights lader to b reckaned vith In 1955,
when Ros Paks was arested for breaking.
Montgomeny's bus segregarion Laws,local
civilights dvocates banded tagether o
form  protese onganization. They chose:
King,then pastor of the Dexter Avenue

Baptise Chureh, o lead the new group.
King mobilized African Americans to
boycortciy buses. The 381-dy beycort
tested the endurance of the entie black
community, especialy King, who was
subjected o threars and bomb atacks.
The steadfase boycortersulimately
triumphed, and the U, Supreme Coure
sruck down the city’s bus sgregation
v, The success of the boyeore lsunched
the charismaric young leader anto the
national stage, where he promred his
bold seategy: using nonviolen, direct
scton o achievesocial change.

Expanding Influence King cautiously
expanded the civlrghts struggle
throughaut the South. He was parcicularly
effctive ar arganiing interacil cosliians
o pu pressure on awmatkers. One shining,
mament came at the 1963 March on
Washington,  gathering of about 250,000
peaceful demonststors supporting civil
tights legislaion. King s impasioned

“T Have a Dream” speech, deliveed on

the stps ofthe Lincoln Memorial, i
considered one of the greates specches

in U.S. bisory.

Warrior for Peace King never wavered in
his commitment o nonvilence snd tried
1o extend his campiign o fight poverry and
end the Viewam War, Ultimately, he was
unable to stem the surgeof violence that
avertookhe county in the mid-19605. In
1968, King was ssassnated in Memphis,
whete he had gone t support  snitation
workers'seike, I the 12 years beewen the
Montgomery boycort and hisdearh, he had
elped schicve the restest sdvance i racal
justicesnce the abolicon of davery:





